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Next Meeting : 

Thursday, 15th August 1968 at 7*45 P» m# •^ n Society Room, 

Tasmanian. Museum, Argyle Street. 

Mrs B. Angel will give a nature talk illustrated with slides. 

Next Outing : 

Saturday, 17 th August 1968. This will Be led By Mrs Angel to a site 
yet to Be specified, starting By priv^ transport from outside the 
Prince Theatre, Macquarie Street at 10 *00 a.m. 


Essay Competition ; 

This is a reminder to junior memUers aBout the Book prize which is to 
Be awarded for the Best essay on any natural history topic. The 
essay should Be completed and passed in to one of the principal office 
Bearers By 31st OctoBer. The prize will Be presented at the NovemBer 
meeting. 


Federation News : 

A quarterly report dated 10th June, 19^8 has Been received from the 
Federation of Field Naturalists' .Clubs of Tsmania. This outlines some 
of the developments which have taken place since the Mach Annual 
General Meeting. The full report is, of course, availaBle to readers, 
But it includes the following:- 

(l)Ro_cky Cape_S_cenic Reserve: Purnie Field Naturalists have received 

notices from the Scenery Preservab ion Board, and will erect these 
to define the Reserve. 

( 2)Linda - Ca»tty_Tracl« The Premier has refused to make the track 
availaBle for puBlic use. 

(3)Wood_Chi£ Industry^ This is to Be operated on a sustained yield 
Basis, thus implying reforestation etc. 

(4 pollution _of_S_avage &_ Pienar^Plyers: This does not now occur 

since the tailings dam is operab ing successfully, 

(5) Breedimg_&_ Release of Pheasants on thejvlainiand of_Tasmania: The 
Minister for Lands & Works has Been asked to consider the streng 
objections which have Been lodged. 

( 6 ) Pesticides 2 Considerable correspondence has Been received on this 

topic. It appears-that-local officialdom is complacent. No survey 
of pesticides in wild-life has Been done. The University Chemistry 
Department has offered to cooperate with advice gnd assistance if 
such a survey were contemplated. 

Information Sought; ' ! * 

An article on the effect of pesticides in Victoria appeared in a 
recent edition of "Your Garden" magazine. It concluded v/ith the 
following appeal:- 

"If you have first-hand knowledge of Bird species suffering from 
the effects of toxic pesticides in your district, send detailed „ 
information to: Mrs Barbara Salter, 45 Tulip St. ,Blhck Rock.3193. 

• - * - 

Did You Know That :? 

The skin pouch of a pelican's lower Beak can, when stretched, hold 
Between 2 and 3 gallons of water - that is, a generous Bucketfull. 

A poll of "Wildlife" readers in December 1967 concerning which Bird 
should Be chosen as the Australian National Emblem resulted in the 
following count: Kookaburra 77 votes,Lyrebird - 20, Wagtail - 19, 

Emu - 13, Wedgetail Eagle 3? 12, Jiaclc Swan - 8 , Blue Wren - 5j 
BellBird - 5> Magpie - Avotes. 

'Acacia' ( <= wattle) was the name of an ancient Egyptian species noted 
for the longlasting^ quality of . JL.te timber, f 

Dead roots from trees can Be treated to resemble driftwood thus:- 
wash in hot soapy water, rinse, resoak, peel and Bleach. Allow to dry 
in hot sun. Repeat the Bleaching if necessary. 

Spiders, unlike insects, do not have a separate head: the Bady is 
divided into two parts - a prosoua and the abdomen. 

The eyeballs of a frog retract while at rest; when fully depressed, 
they help push food down the frog's throat. 
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